92        LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Butler
CITY POINT, 5 30, Aug 21,1864
Gen. BIRNEY, 10th Army Corps, via BUTLER'S Ed. Qrs.
GET everything ready as we talked for the movement we spoke of. It is approved. We are to move on Petersburg, so we all say, will be back at once. Let the men take nothing but canteen of coffee and cartridge box.
B. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen91.
From General Butler to General Birney
August 21st, 11.40 P.M.
TELEGRAM received.   From what you have learned, what is your opinion as to the feasibility of the movement,     You can judge better than I, having seen the parties making report. BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From Mrs. Butler to General Butler
LOWELL, August list, 1804
DEAREST: It is half past ten o'clock, and we rise tolerably early, but somehow I do not feel quite right if I do not write you a few words before I lie down to sleep. Early in the evening I could have written very pleasantly, but now it is too late. I cannot recall the same feeling. There has been company through the evening, now they have gone and left their impressions, that are not so agreeable as my own were. This is a lovely room; there are but two or three things wanted to make it very perfect. But if you were at home, contented, I should be satisfied if it were less pretty than it is.
There are rumors very frequently that you are to be Secretary of War. Webster writes that Susy and I need not trouble ourselves with too many plans in relation to Fortress Monroe, as it is not at all unlikely that Washington will be the place. Write me what you think about it. If I thought it would be so I should go down when Fisher takes Florence to school. But I hope that you will be here before that time. I have left very many things at the Fort that no one can attend to so well as I can. Had I known Harriet's state of health, I should certainly have given more time to it before I left. If you come on, and know anything of the future, I could go back with you and settle everything at the Fort. Are you not very weary of staying where you are? But I need not ask the question.